
Dear Catholic communities of Brawley and Westmorland: 
 
I hope and pray that you are well. What happens at death? We naturally fear death because we fear the unknown, and 
death appears to us as the great unknown, an immense darkness. The Church gives us a light from Christ in this darkness, 
so that we can truly pray the 23rd Psalm, òThough I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me.ó What happens at death is not extinction. Souls cannot be destroyed as bodies can.What happens at death 
is not reincarnation into another earthly body and another earthly life. òIt is appointed for men to die once and after that comes 
judgmentó (Heb 9:27).What happens at death is not a change into an angel. God created angels, men, and animals to be                   
different, not to be confused. Angels have no mortal bodies, animals have no immortal spirit; man has both. What happens 
at death is not a change into a ghost, a pale copy of what we were in life. God has something more substantial, not less, in store 
for us. (By the way, though the Church denies reincarnation, she does not deny the existence of ghosts.) What happens at 
death is the òParticular Judgment.ó God infallibly knows and judges each soul as either 1) able to enter Heaven immediately, or 
2) needing to be purified in Purgatory first, and then able to enter Heaven, or 3) set forever (since our life-time is over) in 
unrepented sin and capable only of Hell. Then, at the òGeneral Judgmentó at the end of time, there is the òGeneral Resurrectionó 
of the body, which will share in the soulõs eternal destiny. The answer to òWhat happens at death?ó depends on three 
things.1) It depends on us: on our free choice for or against God, and on our degree of holiness. There are two roads: to life 
and death (Ps 1;Wis 3:1-8), and God gave us the incredible and fearful dignity of deciding our own eternal destiny. 2) But it 
does not depend wholly on us, because it depends on eternal justice and truth, which we cannot change. Even God cannot 
change this, because it is his own nature. Truth is eternal and unavoidable. We can hide from it only temporarily, and even 
then we can only hide God from our sight, not ourselves from him ð like a baby playing peek-a-boo. 3) It also depends on 
Godõs grace and mercy. No one can buy Heaven, or force Godõs hand. All who are saved, are saved by Godõs free choice to 
be merciful. We are saved by mercy, not by justice. Hellõs citizens stand on justice, and get it. Heavenõs citizens stand         
under The Mercy. (Adapted from Peter Kreeftõs reflection on the Resurrection of the Body)  
 
Please note that although December 8 (Immaculate Conception) falls on a Saturday this year, it is still a holy day 
of obligation. Please find the special schedule here:  Friday Dec. 7 at 5:30PM English Sacred Heart, 6PM Spanish St. 
Margaret Mary, 7PM Bilingual St. Joseph Westmorland. 
Sat. Dec. 8 at 8AM Spanish SMM; 10AM English SH, 12PM noon Bilingual St. Joseph, 2PM bilingual SMM so you can plan 
ahead! 
 
 #igivecatholic ð I Give Catholic 
After Black Friday and Cyber Monday comes Giving Tuesday in November. #iGiveCatholic is our local participation in 
Giving Tuesday. The offline giving (meaning cash or check donations will take place in our parishes and schools from Nov. 
12 to Nov. 27). The online giving takes place only on Tues. Nov. 27 through the website: www.igivecatholic.org or through 
our link on Facebook. The Parishes seem to be doing ok, but our school has a projected shortfall. If you are feeling                  
generous, please consider Sacred Heart School during the iGiveCatholic campaign.   
 

Thanksgiving Mass 
Thursday Nov. 22 9AM English Sacred Heart with blessing of bread and wine to follow Mass and Thursday Nov. 22 6M 
Spanish St. Margaret Mary. 
 
God bless you in Jesus and Mary, 

http://www.igivecatholic.org



